
A resolution implementing increased use and production of biodiesel 
WHEREAS, the Dragon Run is a uniquely valuable and sensitive watershed located in the Middle Peninsula of Virginia in parts of Essex, King and Queen, Middlesex, and Gloucester Counties; and 
WHEREAS, The Middle Peninsula Planning District Commission (MPPDC)’s Dragon Run Watershed Special Area Management Plan (SAMP) project’s mission is to support and promote community-based efforts to preserve the cultural, historic and natural character of the Dragon Run, while protecting property rights and the traditional and current uses  of agriculture, forestry and outdoor recreation; and
WHEREAS, two independent studies conducted for the SAMP indicate that one promising path to achieve Dragon Run preservation goals is to provide sustainable natural resource-based economic benefit to the watershed community centered around the use and production of biodiesel  that is made from the oil extracted from soybeans grown by farmers in the watershed; and
WHEREAS, the use of biodiesel , an alternative, domestically produced non-petroleum fuel , increases the energy security of the United States while reducing the annual trade deficit; and

WHEREAS, the use of biodiesel reduces emissions of ozone-forming compounds and other compounds that have been shown to be toxic to human health; and

WHEREAS, Virginia Clean Cities is a locally based non-profit organization that is contracted by the MPPDC through the SAMP program to provide technical support and monitor biodiesel developments, activities and grant funding opportunities throughout the Commonwealth.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the _________________________________ directs the division superintendent, staff, teachers and other  appropriate personnel to learn more about the advantages of biodiesel and to support and encourage the use of biodiesel  blends in school buses and other diesel-powered vehicles and equipment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to amend– if necessary – the process used to procure fuel to enable the purchase of biodiesel blends and to seek an agreement – if necessary – from the county that will permit the School Division rather than the county  to receive payments from a biodiesel buy-down fund; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to adopt a voluntary schedule to convert to a minimum blend of B5 (5 percent biodiesel mixed with 95 percent petroleum diesel) as soon as possible, but no later than April of 2008, and to gradually increase this blend level up to a B20 blend as soon as practical, but no later than April of 2009; and

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED to educate other potential users in the community and encourage watershed -wide support for and promotion of  biodiesel  blends as a way to reduce the use of imported petroleum fuel  and to support a strong local soybean market; and
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to direct the Division Superintendent  to appoint one or more representatives to participate in  the Dragon Run Biodiesel Partnership and support to the extent practical the Dragon Run Biodiesel Partnership Action Plan; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to use the technical support offered by the SAMP until September 2008 and other free resources and technical assistance offered by Virginia Clean Cities to help further these goals.

ADOPTED by the _________________________________________, of Virginia, this __________ day of ______________________________, 2007.

